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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A picture decoding and coding apparatus comprising: 

a picture coding apparatus including picture coding means of coding pictures and 
providing a picture identifier for each picture as an I, P or B picture, 

priority providing means of correlating each coded picture with a priority identifier which 
ass i gns a pr i or i ty l evel to one or more frame s of the coded p i ctures, ond is independent of the 
picture identifier, and 

transmission control means of transmitting or record i ng storing the coded pictures with 
the priority identifiers[[;]J x and 

a picture decoding apparatus including reception control means of receiving or reading 
the coded pictures w i th the prior i ty i dent i fiers , and 

picture decoding means of decoding the coded pictures with the priority identifiers, 

wherein each priority identifier is used by the p i cture - decod i ng apparatus to determine 
whether each picture should be processed or not be processed bv the picture decoding means 
according to a process i ng l oad or a processing capacity of the picture decoding apparatus , a nd 
each pr i or i ty i dcnt i f i er -t s - used i ndependent l y of the p i cture i dentif i ers ond i ndependent l y of 
whether the p i cture i s - anT; P or B p i cture — a n d 

a dec i s i on to d i scard or - no t- d i scard - a p i ctur e i s based on the pr i or i ty i dent i f i er, and 

d i scard i ng a p i cture i nc l udes d i scard i ng an end of - fram e. 

2. -19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A picture coding apparatus comprising: 

picture coding means of coding pictures and providing a picture identifier for each 
picture as an I, P or B picture^,]]* 

priority providing means of correlating each coded picture with a priority identifier which 
a s s i gns a pr i or i ty le vel to one or more frames of the coded p i ctures is independent of the 
picture identifier rr.il: and 
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transmission control means of transmitting or record i ng storing the coded pictures with 
the priority identifiers to a picture decoding apparatus, 

wherein each priority identifier is used by the p i cture decod i ng apparatus -to determine 
whether each picture should be processed or not be processed by the picture decoding 
apparatus according to o process i ng load or - -a processing capacity of the picture decoding 
apparatus , and each prior i ty- i d e nt i f i er is used i ndep e nde n t l y of the p i cture i dent i f i ers - and 
i ndependent l y of whether the p i cture i s on I, P or B p i cture, ond 

a dec i s i on to d i scard or not d i scard a p i cture -i s based on the pr i ority i dent i f i er/ and 

d i scard i ng a p i cture i nc l udes d i scard i ng an end - of - fram e. 

21. (Currently Amended) A picture decoding apparatus comprising: 

reception control means of receiving or reading picture identifiers identifying an I, P or B 
picture for coded pictures with corr el at e d priority identifiers transmitted from a picture coding 
apparatus, and p i cture i dent i f i ers for each picture as an I, P or B p i cture/ - eaeh of the pr i or i ty 
i dent i f i ers ass i gn i ng a pr i or i ty -l eve l to one or more frames of the coded p i ctur e s; : and 

picture decoding means of decoding the coded pictures with the priority identifiers, 

wherein each priority identifier is independent of the picture identifiers and is used by 
th e p i cture decod i ng apparatus to determine whether each picture should be processed or not 
be processed bv the picture decoding means according to a proccssmg- l ead - or -a processing 
capacity of the picture decoding apparatus , and each pr i or i ty i d e nt i f ie r is used i ndepend e nt l y of 
the p i cture i dent i f i ers and i ndependen b y - o f- whether the p i cture i s an I, P or B p i cture, and 

a dec i s i on to d i scard or-not -di s ea rd -a- p ie tofe -i s -b ased on - the pr i ority i dent i f i er, and 

d i scarding a p i cture i nc l ud e s d i scard i ng-an e nd -o f - fram e. 

22. (Withdrawn) A sound coding apparatus comprising sound coding means for coding 
sound information, and transmission control means for transmitting or recording coded various 
information, 

wherein the coded various information is delivered to a sound decoding apparatus 
comprising reception control means for receiving coded various information, sound decoding 
means for decoding the received various information, and output means for delivering the 
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decoded sound. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A picture decoding and coding apparatus comprising: 

o rece i ver for rece i v i ng (a) coded pictures transm i tted from o p i cture cod i ng opparatus y 
and (b) a pr i or i ty -l eve l assoc i otod w i th oach coded p i cture, wher ei n th e pr i or i ty le ve l is ass i gned 
to one or - morc - fromcs of the coded p i ctures and obta i ned from a li st i ng of more than two 
pr i or i ty l eve l s arranged i n order of i mportance^ 

a proce s sor for process i ng - the coded p i ctures, and 

output moons of do li vorm f- the processed p i ctures, 

where i n the processor processes a - p t eture or d i scards a p i cture -a ccord i ng to a l oad or 
process i ng capac i ty of the - pr o cess o r - , dec i d i ng to process or - d i scard the p i cture based on its 
leve l of i mport a nee - from -t hc more than two pr i or i ty le ve l s, and 

a dec i s i on to d i scard or - not d i scard a p i cture i s bas e d on the pr i or i ty i dent i f i er, and 

d i scard i ng a - p i ctufe -t ne - h jd os - discarding an cnd - of - framc r 

a picture coding apparatus including: 

picture coding means of coding pictures and providing a Picture identifier for each 
picture as an I. P or B picture. 

priority providing means of correlating each coded picture with a priority identifier 
which is independent of the picture identifier, and 

transmission control means of transmitting or storing the coded pictures with the 
priority identifiers, and 

a picture decoding apparatus including; 

reception control means of receiving or reading the coded pictures, and 

picture decoding means of decoding the coded pictures with the priority 
identifiers. 

wherein each priority identifier is used to determine whether each picture should be 
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processed or not be processed bv the picture decoding means according to a processing load of 
the picture decoding apparatus. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method of process i ng p i ctures from - a - picture coding 
apparatus to a decod i ng apparatus comprising the steps of : 

fa) rece i v i ng from the cod i ng apparatus ( i ) coded I, P and -B- p i ctures and fii ) - a 

p i cture i dent i f i cr - for i dent i fy i ng each p i cture as an I, P or B p i cture; 

fb) rece i v i ng from the cod i ng - apparatus a prior i ty i dent i f i er assoc i at e d w i th each 

coded I, P or B p i cture, the pr i ority i dent i f i er ass i gn i ng a pr i or i ty l eve l to one or more frames - of 
the coded p i ctures and der i ved from a l i st i ng of pr i or i ty l eve l s arranged i n order of i mportance; 

(e) d e term i n i ng at the decoding apparatus a process i ng l oad or a process i ng capacity 

of the decoding-apparatus; 

(b) processing or d i scard i ng a rece i ved coded p i cture accord i ng to the det e rm i ned 

process i ng l ood or process i ng capac i ty of the decod i ng apparatus i n step (c) and the rece i ved 
pr i or i ty - i dent i f i er, 

where i n the rece i ved coded p i cture i s processed or d i scarded based on i ts l eve l of 
i mportance der i ved from the li st i ng arranged i n order of i mpor t ance, and i ndependent l y of the 
p i cture -id ent i f i er, and i ndependent l y - of whether the picture i s an I, P or B p i cture, and 

a dec i s i on to d i scord or not d i scord a p i cture i s based on the pr i or i ty i dent i f i er, and 

d i scard i ng a p i cture i nc l udes - d i scard i ng an end - of - fram er 

picture coding means of coding pictures and providing a picture identifier for each 
picture as an I, P or B pictures: 

priority providing means of correlating each coded picture with a priority identifier which 
is independent of the picture identifier: and 

transmission control means of transmitting or storing the coded pictures with the priority 
identifiers to a picture decoding apparatus, 

wherein each priority identifier is used to determine whether each picture should be 
processed or not be processed bv the picture decoding means according to a processing load of 
the picture decoding apparatus. 
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26. (Previously Presented) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 25 i n wh i ch tho pr i or i ty i dent i fier recoivod 
in step (b) i s der i ved from o list i ng of more thon two pr i or i ty leve l s orrongcd i n order of 
i mportance - . A picture decoding apparatus comprising: 

reception control means of receiving or reading picture identifiers identifying an I, P or B 
picture for coded pictures with priority identifiers transmitted from a picture coding apparatus, 
and each picture: and 

picture decoding means of decoding the coded pictures with the priority identifiers. 

wherein each priority identifier is independent of the picture identifiers and is used to 
determine whether each picture should be processed or not be processed by the picture 
decoding means according to a processing load of the picture decoding apparatus. 

27. (Currently Amended) A picture decoding and coding apparatus comprising: 

a picture coding apparatus including: 

a picture coding apparatus i nclud i ng p i ctur e cod i ng means of cod i ng a p i cture, and 
transm i ss i on — contro l — moans — of — transm i tt i ng — or — record i ng — coded — var i ous — i nformat i on 
corresponding to the p i cture, and pictures and providing a picture identifier for each picture as 
an I. P or B picture, 

priority providing means of correlating each coded picture with a priority identifier which 
is independent of the picture identifier, and 

transmission control means of transmitting or storing the coded pictures with the priority 
identifiers, and 

a picture decoding apparatus includingi recept i on contro l moans of - rccc i v i ng the coded 
var i ous i nformat i on y 

reception control means of receiving or reading the coded pictures, and 

picture decoding means of decoding rec ei ved var i ous i nformat i on, p i cture synthes i z i ng 
means of s ynthes i z i ng on e or more decoded p i ctures, and output m e ans of de li ver i ng the 
s ynthes i zed p i cturos. the coded pictures with the priority identifiers. 

wherein the coded var i ous i nformat i on i nc l udes a p i cture i dent i f i er and a - pr i or i ty 
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i dent i f i er, the - p i cture i dentifier be i ng - for -- eaeh - p i cture as an - 1, P or B p i cture, and - the pr i or i ty 
i dent i f i er i nd i cat i ng a pr i or i ty of wh i ch the p i cture i s to be processed accord i ng to a l oad 
proce s sed by a recept i on s i de term i na l or process i ng capac i ty - of a recept i on s i de term i na l ; and 

a decis i on to d i scard or not d i scord a p i cture i s based on th e pr i or i ty i dent i f i er, and 

d i scarding a p i cture i nc l udes d i scard i ng on end - of - frame. each priority identifier is used 
to determine whether each picture should be processed or not be processed by the picture 
decoding means when the picture decoding apparatus is overloaded. 

28. (Currently Amended) A picture coding apparatus comprising: 

picture coding means [[for]]of coding a p i cturc r Pictures and transm i ss i on contro l means 
for transm i tt i ng or r e cord i ng coded var i ous i nformat i on, providing a picture identifier for each 
picture as an I, P or B picture: 

priority providing means of correlating each coded picture with a priority identifier which 
is independent of the picture identifier: and 

transmission control means of transmitting or storing the coded pictures with the priority 
identifiers to a picture decoding apparatus. 

where i n the coded vor i ous i nformat r on -i s to be del i vered to a p i cture decod i ng apparatus 
compr i s i ng recept i on con t ro l means for rece i v i ng - coded var i ous i nformat i on, p i cture d e cod i n g 
means - for decod i ng the rece i ved vor i ous i nformat i on, and - - output mcan s -for - dc li ver i ng the 
d e coded p i cture, 

where i n the coded var i ous i nformat i on i nc l udes a p i cture i dent i f i er ond a pr i or i ty 
i dentif i er, the p i cture i dent i f i er be i ng for - e a ch-p i cture as an I, P or B- p i cture, and the pr i or i ty 
i dentif i er i nd i cat i ng a prior i ty of wh i ch the p i cture i s to be processed occording to a l oad 
processed by a recept i on s i de term i na l or process i ng capac i ty of the p i cture decod i ng apparatus, 
and 


o dec i s i on to d i scard or not d i scard a p i cture i s bosed on the pr i or i ty i dont i f i er[[;]] - , - and 

d i scard i ng a p i cture i nc l udes - d i scard i ng an end of - frame. wherein each priority identifier 
is used to determine whether each picture should be processed or not be processed when the 
picture decoding apparatus is overloaded. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A picture decoding apparatus comprising: 

reception control means [[for]] of receiving coded var i ous informat i on transm i tted from 
a — p i cture cod i ng — opporotus i nc l ud i ng — p i cture — cod i ng — m e a n s - for coding — a — p i cture, — end 
transm i ss i on — contro l — m e ans — for — transm i tt i ng — or — r e cord i ng — cod e d — var i ous — i nformat i on 
correspond i ng to the p i eture r or reading picture identifiers identifying an I, P or B picture for 
coded pictures with priority identifiers transmitted from a picture coding apparatus, and each 
picture: and 

picture decoding means [[for]] of decoding the rece i ved var i ous i nformation, and coded 
pictures with the priority identifiers. 

output moans for - del i ver i ng the decoded p i cture ? 

where i n the code d^ var i ous i nformat i on i nc l udes a p i cture- i dent i f i er and a prior i ty 
i d e nt i f i er, the p i cture i dent i f i er b e i ng for each p i cture os on I, P or B p i cture, - and the pr i or i ty 

i dentif i er i nd i cat i ng a pr i or i ty - ef- wh i ch the p i cture i s to be processed accord i n g — to a l oad 

processed by a recept i on s i de term i na l or process i ng capac i ty of the p i cture decod i ng apparatus, 

mrtt 


a dee i s i on - to d i scard or not d i scard -a p i cture i s based on th e pr i ority i dent i f ie r, and 

d i scard i ng a p i cture inc l udes d i scard i ng an end of frame. wherein each priority identifier 
is independent of the picture identifiers and is used to determine whether each picture should 
be processed or not be processed bv the picture decoding means when the picture decoding 
apparatus is overloaded. 

30.-31. (Canceled) 
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